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find, on examination, that a large proportion of the
Foreign Office are drawn from wealthy Catholic families,
and that the general atmosphere is extremely friendly to
fascism.

Once the Catholic hierarchy has made the mistake
of identifying itself openly and whole-heartedly with
one side in foreign affairs, it is incumbent to examine
what power they have politically. The study is intensely
disquieting. They have everything which their inter-
nationalist rivals the Communists have not. Their
supporter in each political camp give them a voice in
Parliament far greater than their numbers would
justify. They have at their command immense wealth,
for the Church has age-long experience in accumulating
property. The growth of religious orders in England
has followed their expulsion from continental countries,
and the dead weight of these celibate orders lies heavily
on our countryside. Their control over schools makes
it easy to impress upon the young the most blatantly
one-sided propaganda against those of their country-
men who have not taken Italy's part during Signor
Mussolini's bid for Empire.

If this new internationalism were purely a sectarian
affair it would be of minor importance. We have
always tolerated sects, like the Society of Friends, whose
views on pacifism may force them at a crisis into some
attitude opposed to the interests of their country. But
to-day we are faced with a movement which is primarily
political, and is only religious on account of the Vatican's
connection with an aggressor Power.

Many Englishmen will find it hard to understand or
even to credit the growth of this ultra-Conservative inter-
nationalism. They are used to attacks on Liberals as
* friends of every country but their own,' and forget the